
RamblerWrites of"Ma£ruders* Foily"and GlenMoore
SOME roads call up so many mem¬

ories and yield so much matter

. for a strol^er'^ notebook, that it
is desirable and profitable to pass

over them more than once, and so It
was that the Rambler traveled again
last Sunday over the Red Hill road, a

short stretch of the River road, which
runs along and crosses Cabin John

c^eek about two miles north of the
Potomac river, and that part of the an¬

cient and interesting Seven Locks road
which leads from the Conduit road to
the junction of the River road and
Cabin John creek.
That is a romantic region of woods,

rocks, water courses and bad roads.
The roads are so bad that th^ foot
traveler will suffer no disturbance from
automobiles. In this region there is
plenty of scenery arid solitide.
Qn Cabin John run.which, by the

way, ought to be called by its olden and
reasonable name of Capt. John.s creek.^
3tands a big frame barn, painted red.
It rests on heavy gray stone founda¬
tions. The barn occupies the site of and
was partly built of the ruins of a fa¬
mous mill, a mill that at one time was
the most famous in the environs of
Washington. It was built by Patrick
Magruder and George Magruder. sons
of Samuel Wade Magruder of Locust
Grove, his country seat in Montgomery
county, and who was a prominent figure
in the pre and post revolutionary times
in lower Frederick and later Montgom¬
ery counties. When this mill was built
the Rambler does not know, but he does
know that Patrick Magruder was born
In 1768 and George Magruder in 1770.

* *

It is probable that because of the ad¬
vantageous site on the creek there was

¦n older mill at that point and that the
Magruder brothers replaced it with a

larger mill. This new mill, because of
the extravagance of its builders in
making of it what might be called a

palatial merchant mill, was given by
the country people of that part of
Montgomery county the name, "Ma-
grudersj Folly." It retained that name
long after It became a vine and foliage
tangled ruin, and even after the build¬
ing of the present barn il was still
spoken of as "Magruders* Folly." It has
long been the habit of the people in
the vicinity of Washington to refer to
some improvement of which they do
not approve as somebody's "folly."
When a man would build a house or a
barn or a road or a fence which his
neighbors considered very much better
and handsomer than theirs, they were
apt to call it a "folly," and if the build¬
er of that better house or barn later
got into financial difficulties, his neigh¬
bors were almost certain to call his am¬
bitious attempts at betterment a
"folly."
A part of the story of Patrick Ma¬

gruder ought to be interesting to the
people of Washington and Georgetown,
for he was a particularly well known
man and a picturesque character, with
a dash of the eccentric in his make-up.
-He became a member of Congress, was
elerk of the House of Representatives
and was the second librarian of Con-
gresa He was the librarian when the
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British did what damage they could to
the Capitol and destroyed the books in
the library, but that happened long,
long: ago, and the Rambler speaks of it
merely for the purpose of helping along
his story of Patrick Magruder.
Magruder. who was a joint builder

and owner of the mill before which the
Rambler set up his camera, was a mem¬
ber of the Nihth Congress, and he
served one term from 1805 to 1807. In
that Congress were a good many men
whose names are now historic. Samuel
Smith of Maryland was president of the
Senate pro tempore and Nathaniel Ma¬
con of North Carolina was Speaker of
the House. In the two little legislative
halls of that day were Theodore
Dwight and Benjamin Tallmadge of
Connecticut, James A. Bayard of Dela¬
ware, John Milledge of Georgia, Henry
Clay and Buckner Thruston of Ken¬
tucky, -John Quincy Adams. Timothy
Pickering, Jostah Quincy and Joseph B.
Varoum of Massachusetts; Samuel Ten-
nev and Thomas W. Thompson of New
Hampshire, John Lambert of New Jer¬
sey, George Clinton, jr., Henry W.
Livingston and Killian K. Van Rens-
salaer of New York; Evan Alexander,
Willis Alston. Thomas Blount and Mr.
Macon of North Carolina; Thomas
Worthington of Ohio, George Logan of
Pennsylvania, Thomas Sumter and Rob¬
ert Marion of South Carolina, Israel
Smith of Vermont and John Randolph
and James M. Garnett of Virginia. The
territories were represented as follows;
Indiana territory, Benjamin Parke,
delegate; Mississippi territory, William
Lattimore, delegate; Orleans territory,
Daniel Clark, delegate.
The Maryland members and senators

who served in Congress during the two
years that Patrick Magruder occupied a
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seat on the floor of the House were

Philip Reed. Samuel Smith, Robert
Wright. John Archer, John Campbell,
Leonard Covington. Charles Goldsbor-
ough. Edward Uoyd, William McCreery,
Nicholas R. Moore, Roger Nelson and
Joseph «H. Nicholson.

* *
Ren: Perley Poore, whose official title

was "clerk of printing records of the

United States," and a man well re¬

membered by thousands of our towns¬
people. says in his "Political Register
and Congressional Directory.a Statis¬
tical Record of the Federal Officials,
Legislative. Executive and Judicial* of
the United States of America. 1776-
1878":
Patrick Magruder was born In Montgomery

county. Maryland. In 1768; received a classical
education, graduated at Princeton College; stud-
dledjaw, was admitted to the bar and practiced;
was elected, a representative from Maryland in
the Ninth Congress, from December 2, 180f>, to
March 3. 1807. Was clerk of the U. 8. House of
Representatives and ex-offlclo librarian of Con¬
gress, 1807-1815. Uied at Petersburg, Va., De¬
cember 24. 1819.
The man having the distinction of

being the first librarian of. Congress
was John Beckley of Virginia, clerk of
the House of Representatives. He was

appointed librarian by President Jeffer¬
son, who also appointed Magruder to
that office after the death of Beckley.
Beckley died April 8, 1807, and Ma¬
gruder was appointed November 7 fol¬
lowing.
So far as the Rambler knows, he Is

not bound by any ironclad rules of
literary composition, and can stray off
on a sidetrack if he Is so Inclined, and
these little facts about early librarians

of Congress call to his mind something
about the beginnings of the great li¬
brary itself. Herbert Putnam, the
librarian, in a report in 1901 said:
The Library of Congress wan established by the

set of April 24. 1800. providing tor the removal
of the seat of government to Washington in
1800. The need, however, of a collection of
hooks for the use of Congress in connection with
the work of legislation was felt and in some
measure provided for in advance of the first
meeting of the Continental Congress in 1774.
Before the assembling of the Con¬

tinental Congress, the Library Company
of Philadelphia passed a resolution,
August 31, 1774, "That the librarian
furnish the gentlemen who are to meet
in Congress with the use of such books
as they may have occasion for, taking
a receipt from them." On September
6, 1774, Congress ordered that "The
thanks of Congress be returned to the
directors of the Library Company of
Philadelphia for their obliging order."
When the Congress was removed to
New York and sat from January 11,
1785, to October 21, 1788, in the city
hall, the Xew York Society Library
placed its .1.000 books at the service of
members of Congress. Mr. Gerry, in
the House of Representatives, on Au¬
gust 6, 1789, moved that a committee
be appointed to report a catalogue of
books necessary for the use of Congress
with an estimate of the expense and the
best mode of procuring them. The
resolution was tabled. Various efforts
were made to have Congress buy itself
some books, but no affirmative action
wa:: taken, and when the Congress
went back to Philadelphia congressmen
borrowed books from the Library Com¬
pany. The act approved April 24, 1800,
appropriated $5,000 for the purchase r.f
books and for fitting up a room for
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them in the Capitol. Purchase of books
was to be made by the secretary of the
Senate ard clerk of the House "under
such directions as shall be given, and
such catalogue.as shall be furnished by
a joint committee of both houses of Con¬
gress to be appointed for that purpose."
pose."

*
* *

The old mill at the junction of the
River road and Cabin John creek was

sold by Patrick Magruder and his
brother George to George Hunter, who
converted it into a paper mill. It was

quite a busy and prosperous place for
many years. There were rows of cot¬
tages for the employee and some of
these are still standing. The mill was
destroyed by fire and the ruin became
a landmark in that part of Montgomery
county, being called for more years
than the Rambler can count "Old Burnt
Paper Mill," or "Magruders' Folly."
When Frank Pelham Stone of Stoning-
ton bought the Samuel Brewer Ma-
gruder property on the River road ana
named it Stoneyhurst he turned the
ruins of "Magruder's Folly" into a bam
and the miller's house close by became
a tenant house. One of the fine springs
of the Washington country flows at this
historic place. It gushes from a solid
rock formation and a little further on
fills a large terra cotta basin where
horses drink, and the overflow from

this drinking fountain, that is wide and
deep enough for a swimming pool, con¬

stitutes a little branch that ripples on
to join Cabin John creek.
Leaving the mill and walking along

that part of the abandoned Seven Locks
road, a part of the old highway that is
called "Persimmon road," one comes,
after a walk of half a mile, within view
of a little church and a big house
closely shaded by tall trees. It is Her-
mon Presbyterian Church, and although
it is given the name on certain govern¬
ment maps as "Herman Church." it was
named after Mount Hermon, the high¬
est mountain in Syria, which the Si-
donians called Sirion, the Amorites
"Shenir," and which to the Hebrews
was a sacred mountain. The view from
Moui)t Hermon looks over all Lebanon
and the plains east of Damascus and
looks out on F'alestine as far as Carmel
and Tabor. The little church of Hermon
stands on as high land as there is in
that hi&h part of Montgomery county.
The house among the trees is closely

associated with the little church. It is
Glen Moore. John Moore, a revolu¬
tionary soldier, was the first of this
branch of the Moore family to come to
America. His father was a printer in
London, the king's printer,* as the Ram¬
bler has heard the story. His son John
evidently ran away from home and
came to America as stowaway at the
age of fourteen yeara. He was eighteen
when the American revolution broke
out and he served the full seven years

of the war. His Episcopal prayerbook
is in possession of a member of the
family, and according to the story there
is a bullet hole, showing that the
prayerbook. which was. of course, car¬
ried over the soldier s heart, saved his
life. John settled near that historic
place called Old Fields, between Wash¬
ington and Marlboro, in Prince Georges
county. He is buried at Queen Anne's
Chapel.

*
* ?

John the Immigrant had two sons,
John and Benjamin. Benjamin went
west and trace of him was lost, but dur¬
ing the civil war a Union officer named
Moore came to Glen Moore, in Virginia,
and said he was a son of Benjamin.
John left his home near Old Fields and
made his new home with Capt. Kver-
hardt of Loudoun county, who dwelt
near Lovettsville, and when he grew up
he marcied Mary Mann of Loudoun.
They had a son, Louis T. Moore, who
was educated at Pennsylvania College
on Seminary Ridge, at Gettysburg,
practiced law at Winchester. Va., and
was an officer on the staff of Stonewall
Jackson. His property was confiscated,
but his old home still stands at Win¬
chester. One of the incidents in the
career of John was that he built a
section of the Chesapeake and Ohio
canal and mortgaged his farm to carry
out his contract. There was some de-

lay and difficulty for which he was not
responsible and the canal company
grave him a special issue of bonds i:i
the sum of $40,000 or $50,000. Thosn
bonds are in possession of his descend¬
ants and are looked on now only as
valuable souvenirs.
John Moore later took up his resi¬

dence in Georgetown. living on Jef¬
ferson street. He became interested
in shipping, and one of the boats ho
owned was the Flying Cloud, a steam
packet, which ran between Georgetown
and Harpers Ferry through the canal.
The Flying Cloud, while conveying a
number of federal civilian employes,
was captured by troopers of Mosby's
partisans. The employes were re¬
lieved of certain property, turned
loose and the litle packet burned. John
Moore died in Georgetown at the ago
of eighty-seven and sleeps in Oak
Hill. The Rembler forgot to write in
Its proper place that John Moore was
a captain of Virginia troops in the
war of 1S12 and saw service at Fort
McHenry and North Point.

m

4 *
A son of John (2) Moore and Mary
Mann was John (3) Moore, who mar¬
ried Sarah Coltman of Washington, a

descendant of Robert Coltman. a

revolutionary officer, and a member of
the Society of the Cincinnati. These
good people were the founders of
Glen Moore and among the principals
in the creation of Hermon Church.
Moore bought a tract out of the grant
called Beall's Honesty from Charles
Dodge, a paymaster in the navy, whose
wife was Miss Elizabeth Davidson,
daughter of Robert Grant Davidson,
who owned vast tracts of good land in
the region of which the Rambler is
writing. The Rambler has been told
that Robert Grant Davidson was the
son of Samuel Davidson, one of the
original proprietors of the site of
Washington, and that he is living. Mr*.
Moore was a daughter of Charles Lilly
Coltman of Washington, who was su¬
perintendent of buildings and grounds
under the administration of President
Jackson, and who built as his home the
large fine house at the northeast side
of Thomas Circle long occupied by the
late Judge Wylie. The Coltman family
came from Philadelphia to Washington
when the government offices were
brought to the new city in 1800.
In 1822 there was a William Coltman,

brick mason, who lived on the south
side of Pennsylvania avenue between
12th and 13th streets west. In 1860 Charles
L. Coltman, a brick manufacturer, had his
brickyard at Vermont avenue and 13th
street, conducted a tlour mill on Ohio
avenue near 12th street, and lived, ac¬
cording to the old system of street
numbers, at 420 M street. He died at
about the outbreak of the civil war. and
Mrs. Coltman continued to live in the
old house. The flour mill was taken
over by Robert Coltman. presumably a
son. who lived on 13th street between
L street and Massachusetts avenue.
This advertisement appeared in the
Washington Directory of 1862:

Metropolitan Mill, near 12th *fre»»t and Canal,
Washington. I). C.. Family and Other Flour of
an Extra Quality Constantly on Hand and All
Kinds of Mill Offal. Robert Coltman.
John Moore and his wife Sarah Colt¬

man of Glen Moore are both dead, but
the fine place is still in the family and
is farmed by Charles Butler and his
stalwart sons, William and Roscoe.
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pEN, and they are only a hand¬
ful in number, who know the
astonishing story say that
Lou D. Sweet made the great¬

est "killing" of its kind on record,
"ifcilling" is the word they use. Its
meaning will develop as the facts are

stated.
Mr. Sweet lives in Denver. He owns a

fa5*m of 900 acres at Carbondale,
among the mountains west of Leadvllle.
Potatoes for years have been his main
product. He has seed beds and prac¬
tices what is known as bud selection.
No guessing is done on the Sweet farm.
There, in Colorado, the original home
of the stripeu beetle, that instantly
switched its diet from weeds to potato
vlneo, when the first farmers moved in,
and. eating its way eastward, spread
itMlf all over the nation.there Mr.

WILI.IAM A. ORTON,
Potato specialist.

8weet, a man of genius and persever¬
ance, resolved to show his countrymen
what could be done under discouraging
circumstances.

Potatoes were chosen with which to
make his demonstration. Year by year
his fields grew until he had 250 acres

planted in that underground vegetable.
For some time past, however, he has
centralized his efforts on a decreased
area. His crop of 1516. with which he
made his "killing." was grown on a
hundred acres less.
Commonly. Mr. Sweet plants a field

with potatoes once every six years. The
period is reduced to four years on fields
? hat have grown alfalfa. He sows al¬
falfa and cuts two crops the first sea¬
son and as many crops the second sea¬
son. The third year h* lets the alfalfa,
now deep rccted and rank, grow and
plows it under to improve the soil.
Then follow potatoes in the spring and
a harvest, frequently of 500 bushels to
the acre.
Last autumn Mr. Sweet had 46.000

bushels of potatoes in the mammoth
cavern that he calls his cellar. "Will
give you %'Z a bushel for twenty car¬
loads," a dealer telegraphed from Chi¬
cago. The offer was refused. All of the
crop could easily have been disposed
Of at that figure. Two times 46.000
bushels, computed in money, would
have been $92,000.
This spring Mr. Sweet sold his po¬

tatoes for seed to other farmers at
prices ranging from $."» to $»» a bushel.
The average, say. was $."» after losses
through rotting had been subtracted.
Five times 46,000 is $230,000. Thus the
.killing" was artistically completed
while men were plowing Mr. Sweet's
domain for the crop of 1917.
Will potatoes be cheaper next winter

»han they were last winter? The wisest
man in the world would be helpletfs in
the teeth of that inquiry.

"Seed." Charles J. Brand, the ener¬
getic chief of the office of markets and
rural organization. Department of Ag-
llculture. said to the writer, Vcost farm¬
ers this spring from $2.60 a bushel up
to almost any price the owners of the
seed demanded. It requires ten bushels
to plant an acre. The crop of 1917,
from plowing time to harvest, will cost
the average farmer from $60 to $70 an
acre. He must pay out that amount
before he can have any potatoes ready
to be marketed. For such an outlay, he
can purchase a good farm, with build-
lffs, in many parts of the country.
*1 don't look for any wild speculation

a,r;,»r;.s as jsrgsunprecedented acreage!.
however,lach ofhwhomTas been growinĝ ordN

son is favorable, may total mans' . >jlions of bushels^and cheapen potatoe
to the consumer."

"Getting right down to the facts," the
writer asked. "Why have potatoes sold
at retail for a dollar a peck?'
"For three reasons," Mr. Brand an¬

swered. "The crop of as every

SSSTS 7.'B
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That is the first reason.

."Next, there was a Jshortag?> t.*fri^pr.itinii- and heated cars. Potatoes
quicklv freeze and dealers will n°'BeI}''them out when there is any danger in
transit Refrigerating cars are heated
and then loaded. Heated cars have
small stoves in them.

freiehts"Then, the congestion of all rreignts
on most of the railroads in the c°"nl^ymade the transportation of potatoes Im
possible in many instances
more, a man with potatoes will not load
them on a car if there is no was. of
knowing when they will arrive at their
destination or how cold the weather
will be In the meantime."
"But." the interviewer said, It has

been asserted that speculators permit¬
ted hundreds of carloads of potatoesto
rot so that, the supply being reduced,
prices would mount higher and higher.
"All of which is bosh." Mr. Brand re¬

plied. "Such a proceeding would vio¬
late one of the first laws of human na¬
ture. Potatoes spoiled on the track, yes,
but for the reasons I have mentioned.
They were frozen on the way to market
and dumped on the ground or shoveled
into some rivei.

_"Until the business men of America
reform their methods," Mr. Brand w<jnton to say. "there will be trouble with
the transportation of our food supply.
A miller in Indiana buys wheat in Ohio
and an Ohio miller buys wheat in In¬
diana. There Is a cottonseed mill in
South Carolina. Last year a fine field
of cotton was backed up against that
mill, but the mill didn't get the seed
It was shipped to Georgia. Millions or
dollars are annually squandered in
hauling unnecessary products to im¬
practicable placed. And the consumer
pays the freight."
Potato prices, as retail purchasers

know, are lacking in stability. Usually
there is either a feast or a famine in

that popular item, of the nation s dally
diet It is said tAal from Xo to 90 per
cent of the potatoes eaten In cities dur¬
ing winter is grown by the states of
iUine. New York. Michigan. Wisconsin.
Minnesota and North and South Da
kota.

*
* *

Farmers plow, seed and cultivate and,
if the season Is favorable and the com¬

mon diseases are governable, there Is a

large crop. "Otherwise the crop is
small. "Potatoes," Dr. William A. Or-
ton a plant pathologist of distinction
and the potato expert of govern¬
ment, told the writer, are believed to
have originated In the high altitudes of
southern Chile, where the summers are

WILLIAM J. SI'll.I.HA!*.
Crop re«»l»tor.

cool and the rainfall is heavy. They
have never outgrown their early en¬
vironment and yield best, perhaps, in
Scotland because the growing months
there are much like those of Chile.
"The potato, then, is a northern crop

in this country, and Aroostook county,
Me., which is Just south of the Cana¬
dian border, produces more potatoes
than any other region of the United
States. Last year the average nation¬
al yield was 80 2-5 bushels. In Aroos¬
took county the yield has averaged as

high as 275 bushels, and the crop as a
whole has, in instances, measured 20,-
000,000 bushels."
Farmers everywhere grow potatoes

for their own tables. Market potatoes,
however, which city people eat, are
mostly raised in the double tier of
counties extending from Maine to
North Dakota and lying just below the
Canadian boundary. It is for this rea¬
son that there is so much variation in
the supply from season to season.
Prices widely fluctuate, going farther

>v. .. WW"--' ' .»

CHARLES J. BRAND.
Potato marketing expert.

up and down than almost any other
standard article of food. Can the prices
ever be stabilized and feasts and
famines ended? The question was
taken to I)r. William J. Spillman, chief
of the office of farm management. De¬
partment of Agriculture, arid the man
who will teil any landowner in the
United States what to grow, soil and
location considered, most profitably.
"The potato crop can be regulated,"

he said, "and without large expense to
the public. I would do it with observ¬
ers and bulletins. A start, let us sup¬
pose, is made in Florida. Potatoes
grown there are, of course, perishable
and are not stored for use in the win¬
ter.
"I would give the acreage planted in

Florida, stating the percentage above
or below normal, and follow the plant¬
ing northward to Georgia, North Caro¬
lina, Virginia, New Jersey, New York.
Maine, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota
and the Dakotas, as the season ad¬
vances. Thus, with bulletins printed in
the newspapers and farm journals,
growers of potatoes would know, ap¬
proximately, the situation south of
them and could govern themselves ac¬
cordingly.
"What business ne^ds, whether it Is

agricultural or commercial, is informa¬
tion. This year a census of 189,000
farms, practically 95 per cent of all the
farms in the state, was taken in two
days by the teachers and older pupils
of the public schools in New York. All
that it cost was the blanks on which
the reports were written."

*
* *

'The price of potatoes in Germany,
when that empire is not attempting to
conquer the world, changes little from
season to season. The difference," Dr.
Orton said, "between the highest and
lowest average monthly price in Berlin
during five years was only 27 cents per
bushel, while the fluctuation in Chicago
during the same five years was $1.34."Until a surplus above the needs for
table purposes is produced In the Unit¬
ed States and means are provided for
disposing of it at a profit to the farmer
the present succession of fat and lean
years must be expected, and until this
Is done potato-growing for market will
be a speculative enterprise."For many years Germany was gettingready for the war that it began with
so much confidence and. vigor In 1914.
It meant to fight with potatoes, as well
as with men and guns. To this end it
gave a by-product company authority
to tell farmers how many bushels of

?h.tam°»Vvi?ey ,COUld 8e" ln a at

W.»
Th° rPSt °f "OP

Germnnv h
a"d made lnto alcohol.

tarT Zn no oil well.*, and its mlli-

to L ,t?.HaW ,hat alc°ho' woulrl have

leura ari>r
a "«»>Mltute for potro-

thev
*reat co"test for which

AIcohM hi P,,;f"frinK K"t under way.

dreds of miiii from l""»">«-hun-
storert ?L, J Mons of gallons _ was

it wo',,idk' a«alnst the 'lay when

army
be nee,le'' b>" the «.an

be^nThi^n ,war °Ppned Potatoes have

people "Hi"?'1"" J"'"1 of the Merman

PoetK no«t¦
h'losophers philosophized.

In li.rmi J aml k"lt»re kulturlzed

not foreotten \i theJow,y p",at° was

were ni,. ?' * J"re ,han MOO,000 acres

In% vUlViKI W. ,h that alcohol-produc-
waa .k 'I1® year 1913' which

planted in 7- flouhle the acreaxe

rn^n £ l-nlted States. A Ger-

bushe^"'" rPachc? about 1.650,000.000
361 000 linn P ^n?erican harvest, say,

maiv i! The >ield «er-
.

untrv i", i buKshels to ,he acre; In this

The C-JrJ, aho",t ninety-six bushels,

their ar»hl , Pl?nt ' - Ppr cent of

Americans , ,'a-n"S tn the

vicrht .' 1"° per cent. Twenty-
nn fh ^®r,oent of Germany's crop iroes

6S per cent in thl'tB ppo"le' as against
Is fed »nn,. ..country. Here corn

fattpnci
live stock. Herman pigs are

manv
potatoes. Kormers in ilei-

need nnt^r twenty-four bushels of

farmers i®8 '° ,h" arre: American

Swwt L elPV*'" bushels. Mr.

Th* r, rfV('v plants thirty bushels,

potato enw" OI",ls favorable for

than ks .hi ,M,t not anv T""r>- «

tha? Lta e f'tnate of Minnesota, and
. , .

"tate alone could crow all the

The°efactatofn !?' ,he Am"rlcan people.
Potato has k

matter Is that the

man v ..i
e" specialized in Ger-

n.JiL. J, : except in certain regions
glected In the United States The'

fry fs .>'? r0°nsujnption In this' coun^
r»n^ r

' I>ushel"<: in Germany it

welf ,n ^r°ni 3 V5 bu9t,els among' the
well-to-do people to 17 bushels with

empire
ers the eastern part of the

empire.
*

There are years in the bountiful
nlted Slates when potatoes are im¬

ported. Such was the case In i;nil
when 7,noft,'M)H bushels were purchased
abroad. Eight million bushels were

"lSl'l !" J""R aru' '¦»¦«# bushels
In 1#1I And with the polatoes bought
In foreign lands came new diseases
and that Is the reason the Secretary
K M.*;? '"® In thfi fa" °f 1012 pro¬
hibited importations from Great Brit¬
ain Germany and Austria-Hungary It
is true that the climate In fhe greater
part of this country Is too hot for the
production of market potatoes, but
here Is actually no reason why j,o-

»£ ?'?., sho'!1'1 ever he imported, or
that the price ever should reach S4 a

ntisheJ.
The American potati4. In flavor tex¬

ture and color. Is inferior. Dr Orton

"w"' '° po,a,° grown In Europe
We need." he told the writer "Im
proved varieties, adapted to our cli¬
mate. Seed brought here Is not suc¬
cessful. We must develop our own
varieties .specially one for baking
one for frying and one for salads"
Varieties are needed, also, that can re¬

sist disease. Germany breeds such
potatoes. The late blight causes the
loss of millions of bushels yearly |n

J ii h 1 Sta,es. Yet It can be con-
trolled by the use of Bordeaux mix-
ture. Intensive farming Is required In
the growing of market potatoes. Such
farming pays the producer, in that it
increases his crop, and the consumer
because it lowers the price.
In Aroostook county. 'Maine, the

production of potatoes has been re¬
duced to a science. The largest mar¬
ket Boston.is 3.10 miles distant bv
r»ll. The climate is cool and the grow¬
ing season short. A field containing
potatoes Is planted, after harvest in
oats or spring wheat, with which Is
sown clover and timothy. The crop
is cut the second year for hay and
then plowed ln the fall, the clover sod
going under as an enricher for the
soli. In the spring the field Is har¬
rowed not once, but four times. Four¬
teen bushels of seed are planted to
the acre, and not ten. which Is the av¬
erage elsewhere. The seed is cut bv
hand and plantd with machinery and
from 1,200 to 1.500 pounds of the' best
commercial fertilizer per acre is An

plied to the land.
ap~

The growing crop is cultivated from
six to eight times, and is sprayed reg¬
ularly. Harvesting Is done with a ma¬

chine that will dig three acres of po¬
tatoes a day. Similar methods, changed
somewhat to meet different -soil and
climate conditions, are folowed in Mon
mouth county. N. J., where there are

2,000 potato farms and where 4.000 000
bushels of potatoes are often grown
in a season.

(Copyrlfht, 1017, by James B. Morrow.)
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(Copyright, 1917, by Kr.nk O. Csrpenter.)
HOUSTON. Tex.

SWANT to tell you what this state
can do for the war. We are now

taking an account of our assets.
We want to Ret down to brass
tacks, and learn Just what we

have and what we can do for the fu¬
ture. For the past month or so I have
been looking Into the possibilities of
the southwest and I preach the gospel
of hope. The skeleton of famine which
now hovers over us Ih only a gho*t
which a little hard work will dispel.
Every state of the Union is full of un¬

developed foodstuffs and of war sup¬
plies of one kind or another. All that
Is needed Is to mobilize our energies
and cultivate the acres of diamonds
that lie under our feet.

k._i. tTexas is a good place to ^fin-wish 1 could take U up like a blanket
and flap it in the face of <e"*:1 would like to show ^em Just ho
big it. is. It is bigger than the wn >

German empire with
thereto. It is more than twice_the *lxe
of Austria, and as for little Bug
you could cut Texas Into six slices anu
each of them would '»or?.. ,hu" T"that kingdom. 1 would llk® to
them that Texas is larger than I S
land and France, that it is mor®than
twice the size of Great Britain and Ire
land, and three times as big as Italy
proper. I would like to tell Gen. Hln^denberg that we have hei

wouldwhich, if crowded into a square, woiiW
have sides each of which would be as

long as the distance from Berlin lo t e

line of trenches behind which he is

lighting in France.^
* *

If he knew anything about the United
States I could tell him that Texas is

bigger than New England with New
York. Pennsylvania; New Jersey, Dela¬
ware, Maryland, Ohio and Kentucky
thrown in. It is so big that if you could
tin it up on end and let It flap down to
the north it would knock over the
skyscrapers of St. Paul. If you turned
It up with the Rio Grande as a base and
let it fall toward the south It wo»W
smother Villa and Carr®"z*
out the most of the republic of Mexico.
If it was tipped to the east the western
part o# it would fall into the Atlantic
ocean and El Paso might Mrown a fleet
of the submarines now lying in wa t
for out wooden vessels en route to Eu

"/"should like to show the Germans,
who are mobilizing their
and scratching a living out of the lean
sandy plains that slope down to the
ltaltlc that Texas alone has some oft'hae largest blocks of fertllelandkno
to the world. I would like to take
them over the great prairle in which
Dallas lies and show them the blacK,
waxy soil, which is as rich as the \al-
lev of the Mesopotamia they
bring them down here along the Mexi
can gulf, where there is enough rice
land to keep fat the masses of soldiers
they now have in the war.
They would open their eyes at the

extent of good land which has not yet
been plowed. In the wholestate there
nr« in round numbers, about 168,000.0i>0teres? and of this 120.000 000i car, be
used for the raising of crops. The Ger¬
mans are cultivating the sides of their
roads and they long ago turned their
lawns and flower beds to the growing
of foodstuffs. Three-fourths of the
good land in Texas Is Just as ttw"
when Columbus discovered America,
but the other fourth, with slipshod
methods of cultivation, has been rais¬
ing about *600,000,000 .worth of crops
everv year* I take the figures fromfhe Texas Almanac." That is enough
to give $50 worth to every family in
Germany, or almost a dollar a week all
the vearthrough. If the country werefarmed" like Germany and the fertile
land all brought under the plow, it
could feed the greater part of Europe
and have grain for export.
A. it is now. Texas has grown as

_- on 000.000 bushels of wheat In
on. yearfand more than 150.000.000bUsh^s of corn. The average yield of
the wheat has been something like

bushels per acre, which could

bS J!
60 000.000 acres and not disturb the

now going, on. A recent re-DorTglves her average yield of corn asSnfv twenty-one bushels per acre. This?s so notwithstanding 4,000 farmers
who have been working under the di¬
rection of the industrial congress have
averaged corn .rops of fifty-one bush-

per acre, and the boys of the corn
clubs have run their crops up to Jk.mksia nar acre. At nity ousneis per
acre the corn crop of Texas would be

more than 350,000.000 bushels, and if all ing imported. Texas now has largethe available corn land were used it herds of Shorthorns and Herefords,would be more than 2.000,000.000 bush- and it is also bringing in the big-els, or two-thirds as much as all that humped bulls of India to better the
is raised in the L'nited States when we stock. The farmers are putting uphave a big crop. silos. They have live stock associa-

* tions and they are largely increasing
^ * * the meat supply.

T-exas has raised 40,000,000 bushels of A big dairy industry is growing up.
oats in a>year. It grows something like The state has more than a million
13.000,000 bushels of Kaffir corn and miIch c,ows- " !,as. over a hundred

, ,w . AAA creameries and it is now producingsorghum, and .t has about 300,000 acres something ,ikc 65 noft.000 pounds of
in rice. Its rice crop is worth $10,000,- butter a year. Of this the greater part

nd upward, and it can easily be is used at home, and the state imports
od. The state is nbw going in ab°"t J,5-1?00-'00 Pounds of butter as

. , -4 i *1. m * well. With the conservation of food-for peanuts. 1 will write In the future stu(Ts an(] ,he development of inrtus.
of this as a food crop. It promises to ary now going on these imports should
be one of tne most profitable products be cut off. for the butter can be raised
of the south. There is a girl here who here at home.
grew 11,000 pounds of these nuts on *
one acre, and in addition she had over * *
two tons of peanut hay, which is as _ ,

good as alfalfa. e are now having a famine in wool
The whole United States is going into Texas has 2,000,000 sheep and she pro-

Hardening this year. Texas can raise duce3 wool in »07 different counties.
almost any fruit and vegetable under , ,

the sun. and she will put up enough she has a1.°st 1.000,000 goats, and
canned stuff in 1917 to fill a railroad among them many Angoras. Her pro-

000
double-

THE COTTON CROP IS IMPORTANT TO OUR WAR IN EUROPE.

train from Dallas to New Orleans. It
will surprise many to know that she is
to a large extent becoming the winter
garden for the cities of the north. She
has been shipping 70,000 carloads of
fruits and vegetables per annum, and
last year these were worth more than
$40,000,000. She Is growing cabbages
at the rate of six or eight tons to the
acre, and she sends tons of cabbages
and tomatoes to the north. She has
large tracts In onions and watermel¬
ons, and has begun to raise figs, or¬
anges and other tropical fruits. The
great winter garden tract is along the
gulf coast running from the Mexican
boundary to the north. Sugar cane is
grown in the bottom lands of the Bra-
xos and other rivers, and some millions
of pounds of sugar are now manufac¬
tured. In the valley of the Rio Grande
there is said to be an area of 400.000
acres of the best sugar land of the
world. The state could make double
the crop of Louisiana, and still have
room to grow.
By the time this letter is published

the packing houses of Texas will be
putting up meat for our allies in Eu¬
rope. The state is one of the chief
meat supplies of the Union. It has
one packing center where almost 2,000;-
000 head of live stock are killed every
vear. This is Fort Worth. Texas has
almost twice as many cattle as any
other state in the Union. It has more
than 6,000,000, and 5,000,000 of these
are raised for their meat.
The live stock industry is passing from

an era of big ranches to one of stock
farms. There are still ranches o* hun¬
dreds of thousands of acres, and sev¬

eral which contain a million acres and
upward, but a number of these are
being cut down into large and small
farms. The pastures are being fenced
and the stock farmer is taking the
place of the cow-man. The value of
the stock is increasing, and a great
number of finely bred animals are be-

duction of mohair is 2,000.000 pounds
per annum, and it is valued at a half
million dollars.
Another Important live stock asset

just at this time is horses and mules.
The state has already shipped vast num¬
bers to Europe and it still has hun¬
dreds of thousands to spare. It is the
leading mule state of the Union, hav¬
ing twice as many as Missouri, which
once held the first rank.
The Texas mule brings about $2 more

a head than the Missouri mule. It ,is
especially desirable as a transport ani¬
mal in war, and it will do its duty in
Europe. We used thousands of mules
in the Philippines during the Spanish
war. I remember taking a trip around
the islands on a mule transport which
landed supplies at the different camps.
The animals were slung out from the
decks and dropped into the water, and
they swam ashore. They were easily
acclimated, and were harnessed at once.
They frightened the Filipinos, who had
never seen such large animals before.
The scare which has gone over the

country as to a scanty food supply is
blinding the people as to the impor¬
tance of the cotton crop. The Agricul¬
tural pepartipent has been urging the
farmers to diversify their crops by
raising more corn and less cotton.
Diversification is a good thing, but the
cotton crop is very important to our
war in Europe. We need the lint to
make munitions of war and we must
have it to clothe our armies. The cot¬
tonseed also has become the foundation
of our dairy industry, and it is fast
growing to be one of our chief food
stuffs as well. Cottonseed is now
worth $40 a ton. A few years ago it
was plowed under as a fertilizer or
burned as a nuisance. There are now
220 cottonseed oil ^mills in Texas, and
they are. crnshinsr about & mil' on and
a half ton of seed every year, the rcf-

use of which is used for the feedingp
of cattle. They make more than 50.-
000,000 gallons of cottonseed oil a year.
This oil is a valuable food stuff. It Is
used largely in place of olive oil and
for the making of artificial butter of
v»~ious kinds.

I have already written of the oil
fields of Texas. They will furnish a
vast deal of fuel oil and gasoline which
will go off to Europe. More than
200.000,000 barrels have been taken out
of Texas since the discovery at Spindle
Top. and they are still prospecting in
many parts of the state. They are
finding new fields and, by boring deep¬
er. getting more oil out of the old
fields. There are 1.500 producing oil
wells on the gulf coast, 800 around
Oorsicana and 1.000 in the Wichita-
Clay field. In addition to oil, the Clay
county field has a vast quantity of
natural gas. which the new processes
can turn into gasoline. The capacity
of that field alone is estimated at
200,000,000 cubic feet per day.

*
* *

The gulf oils make an excellent fuel.
Three barrels of them are said to be
equal to a ton of soft coal, and they
are taking the place of coal on the
railroads of Texas. This state also has
workable coal fields, the area of which
is as big as Massachusetts. It has
lignite fields, which cover more ground
than the state of Illinois. But neither
has been much developed. The stuff
is here, however, and it should be used
to supply the manufacturing establish¬
ments of the state.

I do not know how much fuel the
factories of Texas consume, but the
mobilization ofi our industries may
give us the figures. It will surprise
many people in the north to know that
there is much manufacturing here, but
the state is making considerably more
than a million dollars' worth of manu-
factured products every day. The fac¬
tories of Houston alone have 50,000
horsepower created .bv fuel oil, and
Dallas. San Antonio. Fort Worth and
Galveston are all burning this fuel in
their mills of one kind or other. There
are something like 6,000 manufacturing ,

establishments in Texas, and the total
number of men employed in them is
about 100,000. Dallas and Houston lead
as industrial centers. Fort Worth does
more in packing meat than all the rest
of the state.
As to the future of Texas industrially,

her iron mines and forests have to be
taken into account. She could do much
right now to help the country in ship¬
building. and she has shipyards which
were making wooden ships before the
national shipping board was organized.
She has forests which contain 60,000.-
000,000 feet of standing timber, and
5,000 square miles of this are composed
of long-leaf pine, which is excellent
for marine construction. Some of the
logs are three or four feet in diameter
and sixty feet long.
Texas now has 800 factories whicl*

are working in lumber of one kind off
other. There, are 25,000 people em*
ployed in them, and in addition th«
state has 25,000 carpenters. The two*
latter items should form a big indus*
trial asset In our solution of the sub*
marine problem.

* *
There Is no state in the Union that

can be more easily mobilized than
Texas. Two-thirds of the people are
native whites born of American par*
ents, and about three-fourths are na*
tive white Americans. Of the remain*
der 17 per cent are negroes. the mostf
of whom were born in Texas and are
enthusiastic Americans. The whole
state is intensely patriotic, and in pro*
portion to its population it probably
will furnish as many soldiers and work¬
ers for the war as any other part of
the Union. Only 3 per cent of the
people were born in Europe, and the
sprinkling of Mexicans, which is found
chiefly along the southern boundary, is
much thinner than is generally tup-posed.
The state is one of clubs and organ- ^izations. and all of these are now up 4and doing along the lines.of prepared¬

ness. Take the food situation. The
government will be helped immensely jby the organizations for better farm* *
ing created by the state and the na-Mtional government. One of these Is the
Texas industrial congress, which has
for a number of years given prizes of$10,000 in gold to the individuals who
raise the largest amount of certain
kinds of crops under approved direc¬
tions. This congress keeps track of
the demonstration farms, and it has
done a gre:^ deal to improve farming
methods. The contestants are num¬
bered by thousands, and they bav*
more than doubleJ their yield of the.r
individual crops.

FRA.SK G. CAIiPjiNTli^. '


